N e
H, 5, R, é[ot/ By: Patten

ENT . HOUSE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE

0 RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A

AN, It is essential in a democratic form of government that
faith and con 1dence must be inspired and established by gove;gyz’t

officials as a pre~requlslte to the continuance of a democracy;

WHEREAS, As a\result of the Veterans TLand Programﬂsééndal,
the faith of the peolle of the State of Texas in the basic honesty
and integrity of their\ state government is badly_shaken; and

WHEREAS, The House \Special Investigating Qommittee has been
conduéting‘an investigatipn of the Veterans iénd Program and has
conducted i&self'ap ‘such a\manner as to qéflect credit ;ot only
upon the individual members vf the cogyittee, but also upon the
entire House of Representativ-f, an?ff

WHEREAS, The findings of tAeMHouse Investigating Committee

point up the necessity of a ::;rﬁ-
Land Office under the adminisfratio)

ch investigation of the General

of the former Land Commisszioner;

énd

WHEREAS, It becomes Admperative for\this House of Representatives,
first, to restore confidence of the peopl\ ©of this great State

of Texas in the baslicfhonesty and integrityyof their government,
and'secondly, to es éblish machinery to prevé"p the fraud, graft,
and corruption fr;: ever recurring in any statéiggency, board,
commission, or ,fy other department or institutid@ of “the Government

of the State of Texas; now, therefore, be it




the beginning of the next Regular Session of the Legislatyte,

as\ vy to sald Committee seem necessary and proper, and//Said
Commibdtee shall inguire into and:investigate the admipistration
of any Xtate agency, board, commission, or any oth departmeﬁts
or instit{tions of the Government :»f the State Texas, and any
other mattdgs which would or might'indicate ipregularities in
any state aékpcy, board commission, or any/other departments or

institutions S& the Government of the Stgle of Texas.

Sec. 2. THMb such Committee is djfected specifically to
continue the ihves gatlon of the Vejerans Land Program and to
report fully on such nvestigation'fo the next regular session
of the Legislature. -

See. 3, That such C ittt e and each subcommittee thereof
1shauthofized'te request :iygeecure the aid of any member of the
House in carrying out any 1 ﬁg§tigation.
Sec. #. That such {#ﬁmiﬁ e function under the direction of
a chairman to be so elefted by thk members of said Committee. That
said Committee and eafﬁ subcommittde thereof shall have the power

to formulate its o 'rules of procedﬂge, and to provide for its

ouwn hours of meetlipe, recessing, and aa_ournment. The rules of

evidence to be foJlowed shall be theﬁsaMf as .are followed in the

courts of this ‘ate. The Committee and ea%h subcommittee thereof
shall hold only open sessions.,
Sec, 5. Yhat the majority of the members Ap of the Committee

and each subfommittee thereof shall have the po\er to issue

peace ¢fficer of this State. Said Committee and each subéemmittee

shall have the authority to cite for contempt anyon%
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disobeying said process, and to punish for such contempt in t

records, flles, instruments, and doc%ggnts of any

department, ; idgtitution, office, or court of this/State, or:any

political subdi ion thereof, or of any incorpgrated city, in‘so

far as they may bepertinent to the matters upgder investigation, and

shall also have the power to examine and audht the books, records,

o

files, instruments, and\documents of any 3f%icer of, or persons having

dealings with, the state Zgency, board, mmission, or any other

department or instltutlon ok :the Governglent nf the State of Texas
under investigation. The Co lttée agﬁ each subcommittee thereof

shall have ;the power to adminisdegr og%hs and affirmations, and fix
and apprové the bonds of attached? fnesses. The Committee and each
subcommittée thereof shall have t}--vowef to issue process for the
taking of depositions and 1nterr?gato

;;- Y
act as a subcommittee for the pirpose ol

Mles, written or oral, and to
taking testimony. The
Committee and each subcdmmittaé thereof s all further have all
hecessary powers in order to géccomplish thﬁupurposes for :which it
is appointed. _ _
Sec, 6, That the expe ses of the members'?. said Committee
incident to the work of sqﬁh Committee shall be Rald out of the
appropriations for milea 1 and per diem and conti eent fund of the
Fifty-fourth Legislaturef upon sworn account of peajons entitled
to such pay, when approfed by the chairman of said dﬁ mittee,
Sec, 6. That thegaitnesses attending under proc;~s shall be
allowed the same mileage and per diem as is 'allowed wiﬁgesses before
any grand jury -in th}s State. %
Sec. 7. Phat saiﬁ Committee shall have the power and*the
authority to employ and compensate all necessary 1nvestigators,

auditors, clerks, stenographers, and other necessary employees,



to make and keep a record of its investigations.

Sec. 8, That said Committee may call upoq;ﬁhe Attorney General,
the State Auditor, the Department of Public $afety, and all other
State DePartments for assistance and advic?f: It shall be the duty
of the Atto ey General, upon request offé} least four members of
the subcommittye, to glve counsel andraésistance to the Committee or
a subcommittee o\ the Committee, |

Sec. 9. That ch state agenegy, board, commission, or any
other department or 1 titution}ﬁ% the Government of the State of
Texas, and all State emp oyee%f;re hereby specifically directed to,

and required to, furnish s  VCommittee any and every type of

information required by sgjd ommittee.,

Sec. 10, That each;éubco ittee shall report at times deemed

proper by the cbmmitte_; and a,r:tort on each state agency, board,
commission, or any ot er departmeh%{or institution of the Government
of the State of Texgh jinvestigated shgll be fiied by the beginning
of the next Regulap Session of the Leéﬁ_lature, and all such reports
shall be public.§ | . |
Sec. 11, THhat the compensation and exﬁigses herein provided for
as incident the work of such Committee shéaf_be paid out of the

Contingent Fkpense Fund of the House of RepresenMatives of the Fifty-

fourth Le 'slature, upon sworn account of persons‘l_titled to such

of s Lh per diem and expénses of the members of said Commit\ee,

wii?ésses, fees, and other expenses incident to said investi-itions.
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(qu favorable reports on bills where comjjitteé améndments other than —committee substitutes”
are recotnmended; and for resolutions wh re committee amendments, including” complete substi-

tutes, are recommended.)

COM#![ITTEE ROOM
Ny Daméjé/fs ey

Hon. Jim Lind sey -

Speaker of the House of Representatu'{
Sir:
We, your Committee on....... 5"9" € )q' _f_"f' z 1 ‘r Mo, to whom was
referred H’E’ﬁ ......... No. ... 3@44' ..., have had the same under consideration

Chairman.

(In the case of simple and concurrent resolutions thg words “and be printed” should be stricken out since resolu-
tions are printed in the Journal wheh they are first mtroduced.

The word “not"” should be inserted before “printed” \Ionly in case of a Jocal bill reported favorably with amend-
ments and ordered not printed, which is customary for|local bills,



Committee Substitute for H.S.R. No. SG:E

WHEREAS, it is necesssary and advisable that the House of
Representatives of the State of Texas continue certain investigations
authorized and initiated during the Regular Session of the 54th
Legislature, and consider and make reports upon other matters which
the Committee, herein provided, deems as of such importance to the
Hiuse as to require such consideration and report; end

WHEREAS, the members of the House of Representatives desire
to be fully asid accurately informed as to the operations of the
various governmental entities of t he State of Texas, and ita pelitical
subdivisions; and

WHEREAS, 1t is for the best interests of the people of the
State of Texas that the House of Representatives create a Committee
with the powers hereinafter set forth in order to make availahlo to
the 54th end 55th Legislatures full information en such mattefa as
should rightfully be brought to the attention of-phe Texas Legislature:
now, thereforg,1ﬂv.¢¢f”

JBE-Z¢ RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE

OF TEXAS:

o Sect;?n le, That a General Investigating Committee of the
House of Ropr;:entatives be, and the same is hereby authorized and
provided to consist of five (5) members to be appointed by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives. The Speaker of t he House of Representa=
tives shall appoint the Chairman of said Committee, and the Committee
shall elect from smong its wembers a Vice-Chairman and a Secretary.
Sald Committee shall meet, organize, and promulgate the rules and
procedure by which 1t shall funetion, including the times and places
when and where 1t shall meet, between the date of adoption of this
resolution and the date of t he convening of the Regular Session of the
55th legislature; and it shall have authority to continue or initiate

any and all inquiries and hearings into matters pertaining to the State
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Government and any agenecy or subdivision of Gevernment within the
State of Texas, the expenditure of publie funds, and all other
matters and things considered by said Committee to be for the welfare
and protection of the citizens of the State of Texas. Any vacancy

. on sald Committes shall be filled by appointment by the Speaker of

o :’F the Hg?se of ﬁepres?ntativea.

@_' o Séc'ﬁigﬁ‘g'). “Mhe rules of procedure of the Houss of
Representiatives, the mles of evidence and procedure in civil and
criminal cases, 80 far as considered applicable, and such other
rules and reguletions as may be adopted by the Committee, shall
govern the hearings and affairs of the Committee.

Section The Committee shall keep a record of its
proceedings, andiit shall have the power to hold such meetings as
it may deem necessary. The Commlttee shall also have power to
issue process to witnesses, at any place in this State, to compel
their attendance, and the production of all books, records, and
instruments; to issue attachments where necessary to obtain com-
pliance with subpoenas or other precess, which may be addressed
to and served by either the Sergeant-at-Arms appointed.by the sald
Committee, or by any peace officer of this State; and to cite for
contempt, and cause to be prosecuted for contempt, anyone disobeying
the subpoenas or other pepcess lawfully issued by it in the same
manner as provided by general law and Article 5429a of Vernon's
Civil Statutes of the State of Texas. The Chairman of the Committee
shall issue, in the name of the Committee, such subpoenas as a
ma jority of the Committee may direct. The Committee is hereby
authorized to request the assistance of the State Auditor's Department,
the Department of Public Safety, the Attorney General's Department
and all other State sagencies and officers, and it shall be the duty
of said departments, agencies, and officers to assist the Committee
when requested to do so. The Committee shall have the power to inspect '
the records, documents and files of every State department, agency, and
officer, and of all municipal, county, or other political subdivisions
of the State, and to examine into their duties, responsibilities and activ-

ties.
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Section S. Witnesses attending proceedings of sald

Committee under process shall be allowed the same mileage and

per diem as is allowed witnesses before any grand jury in this

Soction@ Three or more members of the Committee shall

constitute a quorum for the transection of business, and the

State.

Chairman or other presiding officer of the Committee shsll have
power to administer oaths and affirmations.

Section ﬁL The Committee shall have authority to employ
and compengate assistants to assist in any investigation, to assiat
in any sudits, and to assist in any legal matters where, for any
reason, it is necessary to obtain such services in addition to the
services of the State Auditor and the Attorney General's Department;
and it may employ and compensate elerks, stenographers, and other
employees in order to conduet its investigations and hearings and
to make proper records thereof,

Section " The Committee shall make such reports to the
Members of the 54th Legislature and to the 55th Leglislature as
it may deem necosaarj and appropriate.

Section?. Members of the Committee shall be reimbursed
for their sctual and necessary expenses incurred while engaged in
the work of the Committee and while traveling between their places
of residence and the places where meetings of the Committee are held.
Compensation of the Committee's employees, expenses incurred by
members of the Committee, and all other expenses of the Committes,
shall be paid out of the appropriation for mileage and per diem
and contingent expenses of the 54th Legislature. All Payrolls and
traveling expenss vouchers shall be approved by the Chairman of the

Conmittee and the Speaker of the House of Repreaentatives before

payment.
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Amend the committee substitute for House Simple
Resolution Wo, #oy addin a new section after Section 1,
to be known as ﬁSectlonﬂ%g and re-numbering the remaining
sections, "Sec€§bn-§9 to read as follows:

‘Sectionugwf That.such Committee 1s directed specifically
to make a thorough ;nvestigation into all phases of the
administration‘qf the Genéral Land 0ffice under the rlormer
TLand Commissioner, and particularly into the handling of the
leasing of the tidelands; and said cormittee shall report

its findings to the next regular session of the Legislature;@

JUN7 1955
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H. 8. R, No.é(ﬂz By: gatten
JUN 7

HOUSE SIMPLE RESOLUTION . DATE 196

Relative to the establishment i EAD AND Zo /
of a Permanent House Investi- :'_ ADOETED , W L
gating Committee. i
| Hoffse B il CLERK
_ ! ,
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MAY 9 1955 |
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% AN o Chief Clerk, Houge of Representativeg
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Chief Clerk, House of Representatives ; %
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JUN 1955 REPORTED FAVORABLY AS M?,ENDED

Zo RECONSIDER THE YOIl oy
WAS

5 '1/' 2 @/QJ/‘/l | ADOPTSD/PH#9#0 AND TO TABLE THE MOTION TO RECON
\£ e | | SIDER PREVAILED@WSSED BY A._MVQTE-G




